
March Madness! The NCAA’s Final Four is one of the 
biggest sporting events in the country every year and 
cities who host the tournament are showcased on a big 
stage. As part of the Minneapolis Final Four Host Committee, 
Hillary brought her insights into an innovative VIP gifting 
program – one that helped put Minneapolis on the short 
list to host the tournament again in the future. 

GOALS:

food to drinks to sights and sounds. 

Extend a hearty Minnesota welcome to VIPs, organizers 
and NCAA decision makers. 

Create a VIP program that stands out for its creativity, 
ingenuity, and ability to make people feel welcome. 

PROGRAM:
Over the course of several days, VIPS received themed 
gift baskets that showcased the best Minnesota had to 

curated products that gave VIPs a sense of what made 
Minnesotans tick, what made them proud, and what 
made Minnesota a special place. 

RESULTS: 
Meaningful connections made that linked VIPs with 

Minnesota’s best were showcased to VIPs who left 
definitely feeling Minnesotan. 

The best result: The Twin Cities are on the short list 
to host another Final Four in the future.
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You will need:•	 1 1/2 cup(s) canned chicken broth, or water   
•	 3/4 cup(s) uncooked quinoa,*  •	 1 Tbsp rice wine vinegar  •	 2 Tbsp orange marmalade  •	 2 tsp dark sesame oil  •	 1 Tbsp ginger root, fresh, minced  •	 1 tsp kosher salt  •	 1 cup(s) sugar snap peas, trimmed and halved  

•	 1 cup(s) shredded carrots  •	 1 cup(s) shredded red cabbage  •	 1 small sweet red pepper(s), thinly sliced  •	 3 Tbsp cilantro, fresh, chopped  •	 2 Tbsp scallion(s), thinly sliced  •	 1 Tbsp sesame seeds, toasted  
In a small saucepan, combine broth and quinoa; bring to a boil over high heat.

Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer for 10 minutes.Meanwhile, to make dressing, in a small bowl, whisk together vinegar, 
marmalade, oil, ginger and salt; set aside.After quinoa has cooked for 10 minutes, toss in snap peas to partially steam them; 

cover and simmer until most of liquid has been absorbed, about 5 to 6 minutes.
Remove pan from heat and stir in carrots, cabbage, peppers and dressing; 

mix to thoroughly combine. Garnish with cilantro, scallions and sesame seeds.

Serve warm, room temperature or chilled. Yields about 1 heaping cup per
serving. (4 servings)
Enjoy!


