
March Madness! The NCAA’s Final Four is one of the 
biggest sporting events in the country every year and 
cities who host the tournament are showcased on a big 
stage. As part of the Minneapolis Final Four Host Committee, 
Hillary brought her insights into an innovative VIP gifting 
program – one that helped put Minneapolis on the short 
list to host the tournament again in the future. 

GOALS:

food to drinks to sights and sounds. 

Extend a hearty Minnesota welcome to VIPs, organizers 
and NCAA decision makers. 

Create a VIP program that stands out for its creativity, 
ingenuity, and ability to make people feel welcome. 

PROGRAM:
Over the course of several days, VIPS received themed 
gift baskets that showcased the best Minnesota had to 

curated products that gave VIPs a sense of what made 
Minnesotans tick, what made them proud, and what 
made Minnesota a special place. 

RESULTS: 
Meaningful connections made that linked VIPs with 

Minnesota’s best were showcased to VIPs who left 
definitely feeling Minnesotan. 

The best result: The Twin Cities are on the short list 
to host another Final Four in the future.
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You will need:•	 2 cups oats•	 1/4 cup shelled salted pistachios, chopped•	 3 tbsp flax seeds•	 1/3 cup organic honey   •	 2 tsp pure vanilla extract•	 2 tbsp coconut oil•	 2 1/2 tbsp almond butter•	 1/4 cup dried Goji berries
1.	 Preheat oven to 350F. Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper. 

	 Arrange oats in a single layer and bake for 10 to 15 minutes, keeping an 

	 eye so they don’t burn. Set aside to cool2.	 Transfer oats to a large bowl. Add chopped pistachios and flax seeds and toss well

3.	 In a small saucepan, combine honey with vanilla extract and coconut oil. 

	 Cook over medium-low heat, stirring constantly until the coconut oil has melted.

	 Whisk in almond butter and continue cooking for 1 to 2 minutes until mixed well.

4.	 Remove from heat and add Goji berries. Pour mixture over oats and mix well 

	 with a wooden spoon, making sure they are well coated
5.	 Coat a 11inx7in nonstick baking pan with cooking spray. Transfer mixture 

	 evenly, pressing it well into the pan (the more you press it, the better the bars 

	 will stick together!). Refrigerate until firm (at least 2 hours), remove from pan 

	 and cut into bars. Keep the bars refrigeratedYields 12 bars
Enjoy!
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